TEACHER BOOK SAMPLE

LESSON 9
Day 1
Investigating Paragraph Construction
We have spent the past several weeks studying different parts of speech and why authors might select one
word over another. You know that in order for a sentence to express a complete thought it must have a
subject and a verb. We construct every sentence we write around those two parts of speech. Now we are
going to move away from focusing on just sentences and move on to writing paragraphs. Every paragraph
has a basic structure, and we build paragraphs around that structure just like we build sentences
around subjects and verbs.
All paragraphs share this structure:
1. Paragraphs have a topic sentence that is the focus or main idea of the paragraph.
2. Supporting sentences give more details about the main idea.

Writers often use outlines to guide their writing. Looking at how an outline is formed is a good way
to visualize a paragraph's building blocks.
Here is a simple outline form for a paragraph. (This is just one type of example of outline format.)

I.

Main Topic or Idea
A. Supporting detail 1
B. Supporting detail 2
C. Supporting detail 3
D. Final detail or concluding thought

Writers may arrange their paragraphs differently just as sentences are written differently. What a writer
does not change is the actual building blocks. The basic building blocks are always there, and they define a
paragraph just as a subject and verb define a sentence.
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Let's examine some simple paragraphs and identify the basic structure the author used.

Since it was a beautiful spring day, Mom decided to surprise everyone with a
picnic. After breakfast, she told the kids to go and get dressed and brush their
teeth just as she did every morning. She quickly packed the picnic basket with
leftover fried chicken, potato salad, grapes, and water bottles. She snuck
upstairs and got a large blanket out of the hall closet. She hurried back
downstairs and put the basket and blanket in the back of the van. When
Timmy and Susan came back into the kitchen, they saw the garage door open.
Mom smiled and told them to grab their Frisbee, balls, and kites and climb into
the van.
What is this paragraph about? It is about Mom planning a surprise picnic. What does she do in order
to surprise the kids with a picnic? She sends the kids out of the kitchen, packs the basket, grabs a blanket,
packs them in the car, waits for the kids to see the garage door open, and then tells them to grab their stuff
and get into the car.

Note

Outlines are not typically written with complete sentences. In this course, however, the
entire topic sentence will be used in the students’ simple outlines. Since the children are
not writing their topic sentences independently, using the provided topic sentence as the
main idea for their outline is the easiest approach.

If we were to break apart that paragraph into its basic building blocks, it would look like this:

I.

Since it was a beautiful spring day, Mom decided to surprise everyone
with a picnic.
A. kids sent out of kitchen to get dressed
B. packed the basket
C. snuck to get blanket
D. put basket and blanket in car
E. waited for Timmy and Susan to find garage door open
F. Mom told them to grab toys and get in van

As you can see from the basic outline, the topic sentence, Since it was a beautiful spring day, Mom decided to
surprise everyone with a picnic, is the main idea that the rest of the paragraph is built around. Every sentence
in the rest of the paragraph pertains specifically to the idea of surprising the children with a picnic. The
author did not write three supporting details but instead wrote five supporting ideas followed by a final
detail. The writer followed the basic, general structure of a paragraph: a topic sentence and supporting
details.
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Let's examine another paragraph:

Joseph's arm throbbed inside the cast. He pressed his head against his
bedroom window and glared at the tree house he had been building.
There was no way Dad would let him finish it now. He couldn't believe
he had been foolish enough to try to reach for that branch without
securing the ladder. Now he wouldn't have a tree house or be able to
swim for The Waves.
What is this paragraph about? It is about Joseph's broken arm. What are the supporting details that
tell us about his broken arm? He looked out his window at a tree house he had been building. We aren't
specifically told, but we know he broke his arm by falling from the ladder. We also know that because he
broke his arm that he won't be able to finish building his tree house or swim for his swim team.
A simple outline for this paragraph might look like this:
I.

Joseph's arm throbbed inside the cast.
A. looked out window at tree house
B. Dad won't let him finish
C. fell from ladder trying to reach for a branch
D. no tree house, no swim team

Grammar review via paragraph copywork.

Sherry could see a mermaid's silhouette
through the wave. She rubbed her eyes.
She must be seeing things. A turquoise fin
flicked the surface of the water and
drenched her blouse. She shook her head.
"Your imagination does not spray you with
water," she thought to herself.
Answer

Read through the entire paragraph.
Identify the topic sentence.
Underline the nouns.
Write P over the proper nouns.
Draw a box around pronouns.
Circle the verbs.
Write S over the subjects.
Write adj over the adjectives.
Write adv over the adverbs.
Draw arrows from adjectives and adverbs to the
words they modify.
10. Identify the subject+verb for each complete
thought.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

*See superscript notes on page 71 for extra teaching instruction.

1. topic sentence Sherry could see a mermaid's silhouette through the wave.
2. common nouns silhouette1 , wave, eyes, things, fin, surface, water, blouse, head, imagination2, water
3. proper nouns

Sherry

4. pronouns

She, She, She, you, she, herself

5. verbs

could see, rubbed, must be seeing, flicked, drenched, shook, does spray, thought

6. subjects

Sherry, She, She, fin, She, imagination, she

7. adjectives
8. adverbs

mermaid's//silhoutte, her//eyes, turquoise//fin, her//blouse, her//head, Your//imagination

9. subject+verb

not//does spray
Sherry could see. She rubbed. She must be seeing. Fin flicked and drenched. She shook.
Imagination does spray. She thought.
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STUDENT BOOK SAMPLE

LESSON 9
Day 1
1. Paragraphs have a topic sentence that is the focus or main idea of the paragraph.
2. Supporting sentences give more details about the main idea.

I.

Main Topic or Idea
A. Supporting detail 1
B. Supporting detail 2
C. Supporting detail 3
D. Final detail or concluding thought

Since it was a beautiful spring day, Mom decided to surprise everyone with a picnic. After
breakfast, she told the kids to go and get dressed and brush their teeth just as she did every
morning. She quickly packed the picnic basket with leftover fried chicken, potato salad,

grapes, and water bottles. She snuck upstairs and got a large blanket out of the hall closet.
She hurried back downstairs and put the basket and blanket in the back of the van. When
Timmy and Susan came back into the kitchen, they saw the garage door opven. Mom smiled
and told them to grab their Frisbee, balls, and kites and climb into the van.
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..

Since it was a beautiful spring day, Mom decided to surprise everyone with a
picnic.
A. kids sent out of kitchen to get dressed
B. packed the basket
C. snuck to get blanket
D. put basket and blanket in car
E. waited for Timmy and Susan to find garage door open
F. Mom told them to grab toys and get in van

Joseph's arm throbbed inside the cast. He pressed his head against his bedroom window
and glared at the tree house he had been building. There was no way Dad would let him
finish it now. He couldn't believe he had been foolish enough to try to reach for that
branch without securing the ladder. Now he wouldn't have a tree house or be able to
swim for The Waves.

..

Joseph's arm throbbed inside the cast.
A. looked out window at tree house
B. Dad won't let him finish
C. fell from ladder trying to reach for a branch
D. no tree house, no swim team
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Copywork

Sherry could see a mermaid's silhouette through the wave. She rubbed her eyes. She
must be seeing things. A turquoise fin flicked the surface of the water and drenched her
blouse. She shook her head. "Your imagination does not spray you with water," she
thought to herself.

7. Write adj over the adjectives.
8. Write adv over the adverbs.
9. Draw arrows from adjectives and adverbs
to the words they modify.
10. Identify the subject+verb for each complete thought.

Read through the entire paragraph.
1. Identify the topic sentence.
2. Underline the nouns.
3. Write P over the proper nouns.
4. Draw a box around pronouns.
5. Circle the verbs.
6. Write S over the subjects.
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