TEACHER BOOK SAMPLE

Lesson 4
Day 1
Quick Review!
The past few weeks you have studied proper nouns, common nouns, nouns as subjects, and action verbs.
This week we will continue our study of action verbs. First, a quick review:
1) A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea. The two types of nouns you have learned are
common nouns and proper nouns.
2) All sentences contain a subject and a verb. An action verb tells us the action someone or
something is performing. The subject is who or what is performing the action. The
subject answers Who? or What? before the verb.

More Action Verbs
Verbs, out of all words in a story, are the words that pull you into the action. They are the words that make
your heart pound with excitement or jump with fright with the story's characters because you are
journeying through the actions with them.

Choosing the precise verb conveys more colorful images in the reader's mind than
adding lots of extra words.

Read the following sentences:


The broken, split, scary door opened.



The door creaked and groaned.

Guiding your child:
1)What is the verb in the first sentence? (opened) What is the compound verb, the two verbs
connected by the conjunction and, in the second sentence? (creaked, groaned)
2)Which of the two sentences makes you feel more uneasy?
3)Do the words describing the door or the verbs describing the door's action make you feel more
tense? I know creaking and groaning make me feel more scared than the word scary.
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Let's look at a couple more sentences.


The sprite darted behind the mushroom.



The little sprite ran quickly behind the mushroom.

Guiding your child:
1) What verb is used in the first sentence? (darted)
2) What verb is used in the second? (ran) The word darted means to move swiftly or rapidly.
Since the word darted means quickly, does the writer need to use the word quickly?
3) Which verb makes you see the picture of how the sprite is moving more clearly?
4) How big are mushrooms?
5) Since mushrooms are rather small, does the author need to include the word little to describe
the sprite, or do we know the sprite is small because he is hiding behind the mushroom?
Try creating your own sentences.
Imagine a dog. Is it well-groomed or straggly? Is the dog a hungry stray, or is it on a leash with its owner? Is
it mean or friendly? What kinds of actions would different kinds of dogs do? For example, what kind of dog
wags its tail and licks? What kind of dog snarls and growls? Close your eyes and picture a scene with a dog.
Now describe the scene to your teacher using strong action verbs which describe exactly what the dog is
doing.
Example sentences:
1) The pampered poodle strutted along the sidewalk beside its owner. (verb-strutted)
2) The mutt snarled at the approaching dog catcher. (verb-snarled)
Now imagine it is raining. Is it a soft, gentle rain or a thunderstorm? Do the raindrops pitter patter, or do
they pelt the ground? Is the sun shining in the background, or is the sky pitch black? Describe the scene to
your teacher using strong action verbs. (Some verbs that might be used are sprinkled, splattered, pounded,
thudded.)

Copywork
The sprite darted behind the mushroom.
Now let’s examine the copywork. Underline
Goosebumps tingled along his back as he the nouns. Write P over the proper nouns. Circle the
crouched down low. The cat's green eyes verbs.
appeared just inches away. Its breath stirred his
hair.
Answer

common nouns: sprite, mushroom, goosebumps, back, eyes, inches (children may
not be able to identify inches, that is OK. We are getting there!), breath, hair
proper nouns: (none)
verbs: darted, tingled, *crouched (see note on next page), appeared, stirred
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STUDENT BOOK SAMPLE

Lesson 4
Day 1

Choosing the precise verb conveys more colorful images in the
reader's mind than adding lots of extra words.

Copywork

The sprite darted behind the mushroom. Goosebumps tingled along his

back as he crouched down low. The cat's green eyes appeared just inches

away. Its breath stirred his hair.
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