TEACHER BOOK SAMPLE

Lesson 2
Day 1
More on Nouns
Last week you learned about nouns. You can touch or see many nouns. Defining nouns is very simple. What
is our sentence that tells us what nouns are?

Nouns are people, places, things, or ideas.

We have learned about two different types of nouns. Common nouns are general people, places, things, or
ideas. Proper nouns are the specific names given to people, places, or things. When we use nouns in our
writing, we write them differently.

Common nouns begin with lower case letters unless they are the first word in
a sentence. Proper nouns always begin with capital letters.

Note

Point out these differences in your child's copywork selections until the concept is mastered.

Let's do a quick review of common and proper nouns. I'll call out a word, and you
tell me whether it is a common or proper noun.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7)
8)
9)

boy
dog
Billy
St. Louis
California

flower
tree
Disney World
(Continue if your child
needs more practice.)

New Concept: Using Precise Words
Writers choose their words very carefully. Using precise words creates better images. Authors use words
like a paint brush to paint images in their readers' minds. Authors describe and do not simply tell. When a
writer does not use descriptive words, the story is less enjoyable.
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Let's read the paragraph below and see how the writer selects precise words, in this case
nouns, to describe more than tell.

Bushy rushed toward Mouse Hill. He needed to find Cheddar. Cheddar was always wandering
away from Mouse Hill to Becker Hollow. He would know what had happened to the oak tree.
Maybe Cheddar could show him exactly where the oak tree used to stand.

Guiding your child: Writers use words carefully.
What type of animal do you think Cheddar is? Did the writer need to tell you tell you he was a
mouse? Why not? What are the clues that identify Cheddar as a mouse? Did an animal named Cheddar
living on Mouse Hill make you think he was a mouse?
If the author had wanted a cat to appear in this scene, how could names, either kind or vicious, have
created different images? What are some names you could give a cat that would make you think it
was nice? (Fluffy, Princess, etc.) What are some names that would make you think it was not nice? (Swat,
Scar, etc.)

Copywork
Now let’s examine the copywork. Underline the
nouns. Write P over the proper nouns. What do you
notice about how the proper nouns are written?
(Proper nouns begin with capital letters.)

Bushy rushed toward Mouse Hill. He needed to
find Cheddar. Cheddar was always wandering
away from Mouse Hill to Becker Hollow. He
would know what had happened to the oak tree.
Maybe Cheddar could show him exactly where
the oak tree used to stand.

Answer

proper nouns: Bushy, Mouse Hill, Cheddar, Cheddar, Mouse Hill, Becker Hollow, Cheddar
common nouns: tree, tree

Day 2

Choosing Our Words Carefully
You should be able to answer these questions:
1) What are nouns? (Nouns are people, places, things and ideas.)
2) What are nouns called that give you the specific name? (proper nouns)
3) What are nouns called that just give a general name? (common nouns)
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STUDENT BOOK SAMPLE

Lesson 2
Day 1

Nouns are people, places, things, or ideas.

Common nouns begin with lower case letters unless they are the first word in a
sentence. Proper nouns always begin with capital letters.

Let’s Read! & Copywork

Bushy rushed toward Mouse Hill. He needed to find Cheddar. Cheddar was

always wandering away from Mouse Hill to Becker Hollow. He would know

what had happened to the oak tree. Maybe Cheddar could show him

exactly where the oak tree used to stand.
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